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THE  ANNUAL  MEETING 

WILL   lilC   IIKLU  IN 

ORANGE,  NEW  JERSEY, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  4th  and  5th. 

Further  particulars  will  be  given  in  the  April  Record,  but 
we  remind  the  Auxiliaries  that  it  is  eminently  worth  while  to 
incur  the  expense  of  sending  at  least  one  delegate,  whatever 
the  distance.  As  for  the  -neighboring  Auxiliaries,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  send  their  full  quota  of  five  delegates.  M. 
Merle  dAubigne  will  be  with  us,  and  those  who  have  already 
received  him  know  how  much  of  inspiration  and  instruction  may 
be  expected  from  his  presence  and  addresses. 

M.  Merle  dAubigne  brought  with  him  stereopticon  slides 
for  three  lectures,  each  of  which  is  eminently  worth  the  trouble 
of  collecting  an  audience.  One  is  on  the  Mission,  one  on  the 
French  Reformation  and  one  on  the  Temperance  movement  in 
France.  We  trust  that  those  Auxiliaries  which  have  not  yet  had 
M.  d'Aubigne  with  them,  will  arrange  for  one  or  more  of  these 
lectures. 

M.  Merle  dAubigne's  future  engagements  are  as  follows: 
February  i,  Brooklyn;  3,  Wilkesbarre ;  4,  Easton;  5,  Belvidere; 
6-8,  Baltimore;  9-14,  Washington;  15,  Bryn  Mawr ;  16,  Prince- 
ton Theological  Seminary;  17,  18,  New  York  and  possibly 
New  Rochelle;  19-28,  New  Haven,  Hartford,  Springfield, 
Northampton,  Amherst,  Worcester ;  29  to  March  2,  Portland ; 
3,  Brunswick;  4-6,  Providence  ( ?)  ;  7,  8,  Norwich;  10-14, 
Utica,  Rome  (  ?),  Syracuse  ( ?),  Rochester;  15-18,  Toronto (  ?)  ; 
19-22,  Buffalo;  23-24,  Cleveland;  25,  Oberlin;  26-28,  Detroit 
(  ?)  ;  29-31,  Saginaw ;  and  thence  to  Chicago  and  other  Western 
cities. 
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The  loader  of  the  Men's  Bible  Class  in  Salle  Rivoli  having 
gone  to  England,  and  another  leader  not  being  fortheoniing, 
Mr.  l^rown  writes :  "I  am  trying  an  experiment,  leaving  them 
to  edify  one  another.  1  am  not  sin-e  of  its  snccess.  Democracies 
arc  all  right  ])rovi(led  yon  get  a  I'resident  after  Mr.  Roosevelt's 
type." 

M.  Arnonx,  having  left  the  work  at  Roubaix  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  Socictc  Ccntralc.  the  post  is  temporarily  (iccu- 
pied  by  M.  Tricot. 

The  General  Secretary  would  like  to  remind  the  collectors 
of  Record  subscriptions  who  have  not  yet  sent  in  their  lists,  that 
promptness  is  a  great  help,  not  only  at  the  Bureau  in  making 
up  the  new  mailing  list,  but  also  to  the  Auxiliary.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate to  have  a  break  in  receiving  it,  as  there  are  only  four 
numbers  of  the  little  magazine  in  the  year,  and  the  subscriber 
loses  one-fourth  of  the  possible  interest  and  help,  with  every 
number  lost. 

So  tortuous  is  the  river  Marne  that  after  a  whole  summer 
spent  in  carrying  the  Gospel  to  every  village  of  two  hundred 
inhabitants  or  more  upon  its  banks,  with  a  stay  in  each  of  from 
two  to  three  weeks,  Le  Bon  Messager  was  only  one  hour  by 
express  train  from  Paris,  when  in  the  middle  of  August  it 
reached  the  little  village  of  Armentieres,  where  the  Strasbourg 
road  touches  the  river.  This  village  has  two  hundred  and  fifty 
inhabitants,  and  although  it  was  harvest  time,  there  was  an  aver- 
age attendance  every  evening  of  some  seventy  persons.  Anti- 
Catholicism  has  taken  firm  hold  in  all  the  Marne  valley,  and  as  is 
natural  among  people  who  for  generations  have  known  only  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  anti-Catholic  means  anti-religious. 
Nevertheless,  these  people  are  anything  but  irreligious,  though 
the  distinction  is  one  that  is  difficult  for  people  of  a  dif¥erent 
training  to  understand.  In  Armentieres,  as  elsewhere  along  the 
]\Iarne,  these  people  love  to  attend  the  meetings  in  the  Mission 
boat.  The  impression  made  by  the  boat  on  its  trip  up  the 
Marne  in  1892,  and  especially  by  Captain  and  Mrs.  Pirn,  who 
were  then  in  charge,  proves  to  have  been  very  deep.  At  the 
last  intelligence,  Le  Bon  Messager  was  at  Trilport,  where  the 
meetings  were  excellent. 


Our  Guest  from  the  Field 
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OUR  GUEST  FROM  THE  FIELD 

The  visit  of  the  Rev.  Henri  Merle  d'Aubigne  has  awakened 
a  very  general  interest  even  ontside  of  the  immediate  eircle  of 
friends  of  the  Mission.  His  welcome  in  every  town  that  he  has 
visited  has  been  a  warm  one.  In  part,  no  doubt,  he  owes — and 
is  glad  to  owe — this  interest  to  the  reverent  respect  in  which  the 
memory  of  his  father,  the  historian  of  the  Reformation,  is  held 
by  that  elder  generation  to  whom  that  work  was  so  familiar ;  in 
part,  also,  to  the  deep  interest  which  all  intelligent  persons  are 
feeling  in  the  present  political  history  of  his  country ;  in  part, 
also,  to  his  active  association  with  all  forward  religious  move- 
ments in  France.  The  editor  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  World 
craved  an  interview  with  one  so  prominent  in  Christian 
Endeavor  work  in  France,  and  Professor  Wells's  story  of  that 
interview  will  be  found  on  another  page.  The  Brotherhood  of 
the  Kingdom  was  glad  to  arrange  a  Mid- winter  Conference 
of  the  Brotherhood,  that  M.  Merle  d'Aubigne  might  tell  them 
of  the  progress  of  the  kindred  movement  in  France.  The  secu- 
lar papers,  especially  in  Philadelphia,  showed  a  very  intelligent 
apprehension  of  the  significance  of  his  visit.  From  one  of  these 
papers  we  extract  the  following  sketch  of  M.  Merle  d'Aubigne's 
life,  in  which  all  our  readers  are  sure  to  be  interested : 

"M.  d'Aubigne  was  bom  September,  1859,  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland.  He  is  the  third  son  of  the  eminent  French  his- 
torian, the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Merle  d'Aubigne,  author  of  'The  History 
of  the  Reformation  of  the  Sixteenth  Century.'  Beginning  his 
higher  education  at  Haileybury  College,  England,  M.  d'Aubigne 
enjoyed  also  the  additional  advantages  of  the  Universities  of 
Geneva,  Leipzig  and  Erlangen,  and  the  theological  seminary  of 
Neuchatel,  Switzerland. 

"He  served  for  seven  years  as  a  missionary  of  the  Belgian 
missionary  church  in  the  mining  district  of  Charleroi  and  in 
Brussels.  Twelve  years  ago  he  was  called  to  Paris  by  Dr. 
McAll,  the  founder  of  the  Mission  that  bears  his  name,  and  he 
became  director  of  the  Mission  in  the  Rue  Nationale  Hall,  in 
the  slum  district  of  the  Gare  d'lvry  in  Paris.  Besides  his  minis- 
terial work,  he  has  been  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  French 
Anti-Alcoholic  Union  and  a  leader  in  the  formation  of  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Union  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 
M.  d'Aubigne  is  a  man  of  pleasing  presence,  fine  culture  and 
a  good  speaker.  He  will  come  to  Philadelphia  from  New  York, 
where  he  has  been  speaking  to  interested  audiences  ever  since 


4 


The  Amcriian  AL  A /I  Record 


his  arrival  a  month  ago.   He  is  expected  to  arrive  in  Philadel- 
phia on  January  7th  and  will  remain  here  about  a  week. 

"Wliile  here  he  will  give  addresses  at  Bryn  Alawr  Presby- 
terian church,  and  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  Twenty- 
second  and  Walnut  streets,  on  January  loth;  at  the  First  Bap- 
tist church,  Seventeenth  and  Sansom  streets,  and  the  Presby- 
terian Ministers'  Conference  on  January  nth.  An  illustrated 
address  on  'Christian  Settlements  and  Floating  Churches'  will 
be  delivered  on  January  12th  at  Witherspoon  Hall.  M.  d'Au- 
bigne  will  also  speak  at  the  Oxford  Presbyterian  church,  Broad 
and  Oxford  streets,  on  January  13th,  at  West  Chester  on  the 
14th,  and  at  Chester  on  the  15th." 

Another  Philadelphia  paper  gives  the  following  interview : 
"All  things  in  France  go  back  to  the  Dreyfus  affair,"  said 
Rev.  Henri  Merle  d'Aubigne,  for  twelve  years  associated  with 
the  McAll  Mission  in  France,  and  now  in  this  city  for  a  week's 
stay. 

"The  Dreyfus  affair  was  the  turning  point  in  France's  . 
career.    The  information  it  brought  out  taught  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  clerical  party,  and  especially  the  monks,  were  not 
leading  the  people  in  the  right  direction. 

"It  has  resulted,"  he  continued,  "in  a  large  field  of  free 
thinkers,  broader  democracy  and  widespread  tendency  toward 
atheism.  It  has  also  resulted  in  a  high  tension  of  rivalry 
between  the  clericals  and  anti-clericals." 


THE  NEW  TREASURER 

When  M.  Soltau  gave  up  the  arduous  office  he  has  held 
so  many  years,  to  go  to  England  as  representative  of  the  work, 
the  Committee  of  Direction  hardly  knew  where  to  look  for 
a  successor.  The  anxieties,  the  responsibilities  are  so  heavy 
that  great  consecration  and  a  most  self-denying  spirit  alone 
could  induce  any  one  to  assume  them.  Happily,  among  its  own 
membership  was  a  man  possessed  of  just  those  qualities.  Dr. 
Benham,  an  English  physician,  who  for  years  has  given  his 
whole  time  to  the  Mission  as  a  voluntary  worker,  and  who  in 
times  of  need  has  more  than  once  saved  it  from  financial  disaster 
by  putting  a  great  part  of  his  modest  fortune  at  its  service,  has 
consented  to  be  the  Treasurer  of  the  Mission  in  M.  Soltau's 
place.  It  is  a  happy  thing  for  the  Mission,  and  the  American 
Association  wishes  Dr.  Benham  all  happiness  and  prosperity  in 
his  new  position. 


A  Letter  from  M.  Merle  (V  Aiil>i;^iii- 
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A  LETTER  FROM  M.  MERLE  D'AUBIGNE 

Dkar  Imjitok  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  avail  myself  of  your 
kind  invitation  to  tell  the  friends  of  the  McAll  Mission  how 
thankful  1  am  to  them  all  for  the  very  kind  reception  which 
they  have  given  me. 

Having  for  years  had  friends  and  relations  in  the  United 
States  I  did  not  feel  as  if  I  were  going  into  a  strange  country 
when  I  left  France,  but  now  my  American  friends  and  relations 
according  to  the  spirit  have  multiplied  a  hundredfold. 

America  is  a  big  country,  and  whereas  there  is  diversity 
among  your  cities,  States  and  churches,  I  have  been  struck  by 
the  substantial  unity  of  your  national  and  also  of  your  religious 
life.  There  are  no  deep  ditches  separating  the  different  classes 
of  your  population,  your  political  parties,  your  denominations. 
Most  Roman  Catholic  Frenchmen  are  convinced  that  "American 
Protestants"  are  divided  into  innumerable  sects :  Presbyterians, 
Calvinists,  Baptists,  Mormons,  Episcopalians,  Irvingites, 
Swedenborgians,  Congregationalists,  Methodists,  Independents, 
Sabbatists.  Wesleyans,  etc. 

I  have  seen  in  a  French  Roman.  Catholic  pamphlet  a  list 
of  150  sects.  Why  not  say  1500  while  you  are  at  it?  These 
"sects,"  our  people  are  told,  spend  all  their  time  in  incessant 
warfare  against  each  other,  and  the  day  is  fast  coming  when, 
like  the  two  rats  of  the  fable,  they  will  have  devoured  each  other 
so  completely  that  only  the  tails  will  be  left.  Then  the  Holy 
Roman  Church  will  reign  supreme  over  the  great  repviblic  of 
North  America  as  it  already  reigns  over  the  most  enlightened 
and  progressive  republics  of  the  southern  continent !  I  certainly 
knew  too  much  about  America  before  laiuling  on  your  shores 
to  trust  the  descriptions  of  the  reverend  fathers  who  are,  no 
doubt,  very  ignorant,  but  also  much  disposed  to  apply  the  old 
Jesuit  maxim:  Calomnions,  calomnions,  il  en  restera  ton  jours 
quelque  chose* 

I  have  done  deputation  work  in  other  countries  and  expe- 
rienced the  fact  that  trying  to  get  people's  interest  without 
shocking  anybody  is  very  much  like  trying  to  dance  on  eggs 
without  breaking  them.  I  expected  that  in  America  I  should 
have  to  do  a  great  deal  of  that  acrobatic  work  and  that,  as  I 

*  "  Let  us  slander,  let  us  slander,  something  of  it  will  always  stick. ' ' 
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ha\c  a  ratlRT  licavy  focit,  [  should  make  iiianv  an  omelet.  I 
liave  been  i^rcatly  relieved  lo  find  that  such  was  not  the  case 
and  am  more  and  more  impressed  hy  the  breadth  and  true  spir- 
itual unity  of  your  religious  life.  More  than  once  I  have  spoken 
on  the  same  Sunday  in  churches  of  four  different  denominations 
— liaptist,  Congregational,  Episcopal,  Presbyterian  or  Re- 
formed— and  generally  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  remember 
which  was  which. 

^'our  American  Christianity  makes  the  impression  ui)on 
me  of  a  stately  cathedral  with  a  number  of  side  chapels,  or  to 
use  a  perhaps  more  American  comparison,  it  is  like  a  very  per- 
fect piece  of  modern  machinery,  so  constructed  as  to  be  applied 
to  the  very  divers  wants  of  men  the  manifold  riches  of  God. 
Another  impression  that  I  have  received  is  of  the  intensity 
of  the  strain,  of  the  tremendous  competition  in  business  life. 
Look  at  the  rush  out  of  the  New  York  ferry  boats  on  a  week- 
day morning!  As  an  Italian  said  to  me  the  other  day,  "Good 
place  to  work,  not  to  hab  a  good  time;  cost  much  money." 

I  never  expected  that  dollars  could  be  picked  up  like  peb- 
bles in  the  United  States,  but  I  must  say  that  I  did  not  realize 
how  much  trouble  your  lady  collectors  take  to  gather  the  sums 
which  the  Association  sends  us.  Let  me  express  my  admiration 
for  their  devotion  to  our  cause  and  for  their  perseverance  in 
the  midst  of  so  many  competing  interests  and  duties.  Let  me 
also  say  how  much  I  ai)preciate  the  businesslike  way  in  which 
everything  is  managed,  and  wdiat  a  pleasant  recollection  I  have 
kept  of  every  house  in  which  I  have  been  received.  I  have 
made  man}-  friends  during  these  eight  weeks  and  hope  to  make 
many  more.  If  I  have  not  written  to  thank  all  those  who  have 
shown  kindness  to  me  it  is  because  time  to  do  so  has  utterly 
failed,  but  I  do  not  forget  them. 

Just  another  word  liefore  I  cease.  I  am  very  strongly  con- 
vinced that  to  do  good  work  in  the  future  we  must  have  well- 
equipped  Settlements  in  Paris  instead  of  small  shops.  Circum- 
stances are  changing  and  as  the  time  goes  on  we  must  improve 
our  evangelistic  machinery  or  we  shall  be  crushed  in  the  con- 
flict between  the  two  great  forces,  clerical  and  free-thinking. 
It  is  our  duty  to  save  the  workingman  from  the  saloon  that 
poisons  him.  body  and  soul,  and  to  help  him  in  the  education  of 
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liis  cliildrcn  and  especially  of  his  boys.  Now,  to  do  that  we 
want  a  library  or  a  club  room,  where  he  can  get  a  little  relaxa- 
tion, and  a  gymnasium,  where  the  boys  can  play  after  their  hard 
(.lay's  work.  When  they  have  done  -that  they  are  all  the  more 
ready  to  listen  to  a  word  of  good  advice  from  their  elder  friend. 

This  has  been  tried  at  the  "Maison  Verte"  at  Montmartre 
and  with  great  success.  At  the  end  of  three  years  the  men's 
club  numbers  more  than  500  members,  each  of  them  paying  a 
monthly  subscription  of  50  cents,  and  one  of  them  told  me  not 
long  ago  how  thankful  they  were  to  have  a  place  that  kept  them 
out  of  the  saloons  and  low  grade  music  halls. 

At  the  Gare  d'lvry  I  hired,  a  few  years  ago,  a  vacant  lot 
at  the  back  of  the  hall  and  drilled  my  boys  there  with  the  help 
of  some  Christian  students.  It  succeeded  very  well,  but  the  lot 
was  sold  and  we  had  to  leave. 

There  is  still  another  reason  for  which  I  greatly  wish  to 
have  a  new  building  for  my  mission.  Our  present  hall  is  a 
former  chocolate  shop  of  the  Exposition  of  1878,  a  wooden 
structure,  cold  and  damp  in  winter,  very  hot  in  summer,  and 
with  no  end  of  nooks  and  corners  to  collect  dust.  Now  every 
Tuesday  about  eighty  sick  people  come  here  for  the  dispensary. 
Among  them  there  are  cases  of  la  grippe,  pneumonia,  whoop- 
ing cough,  measles,  and  even  mange,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
etc.  Of  course  those  who  have  infectious  diseases  are  sent 
away,  but  they  have  sat  for  an  hour  or  two  waiting  for  their 
turn,  the  deadly  germs  have  been  scattered  about.  Then  on 
Wednesday  we  have  nearly  a  hundred  women  at  the  mothers' 
meeting,  as  many  boys  and  girls  at  the  five  o'clock  children's 
meeting,  and  frequently  a  large  number  of  adults  at  the  evening 
evangelistic  service.  We  do  our  best  to  disinfect,  but  it  is  of  no 
avail,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  people,  by  coming  to  the  hall 
to  get  food  for  their  souls  are  doing  harm  to  the  bodies  of 
others.  My  wife  has  noticed  that  my  children  very  frequently 
fall  ill  when  they  have  been  to  the  hall.  This  state  of  things 
cannot  last.  What  we  must  do  is  to  buy  a  lot  and  erect  on  it  a 
simple  but  substantial  building  with  a  hall  to  hold  300  or  400 
people  and  rooms  for  dispensary,  men's  club,  girls'  club,  gym- 
nasium, and,  if  possible,  bathroom  and  a  temperance  cafe. 

This  will  cost  about  $40,000.    We  have  ten  stations  in 
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Paris  of  which  only  three  are  well  housed.  It  would  be  a  great 
joy  to  me  if  I  could  carry  back  to  France  a  sum  sufficient  to 
build  a  third  McAll  Christian  Settlement  building.  The  first 
two  have  been  built  by  Fr-ench  friends ;  will  not  America  help 
with  the  third  ? 

The  first  thing,  of  course,  is  to  "keep  the  pot  boiling,"  and 
no  cent  of  the  regular  contributions  can  be  diverted  to  this  pur- 
pose, but  here  is  a  grand  occasion  for  doing  great  permanent 
good  by  an  extra  gift.  A  kind  friend  has  already  promised  a 
very  substantial  nest  egg.  Who  will  follow?  I  began  this 
letter  with  the  intention  of  thanking  and  now  I  finish  it  by 
begging.  You  will  excuse  me,  I  know.  Past  favors  engender 
new  ambitions,  but  thankfulness  is  at  the  bottom. 

Yours  very  sincerely,  in  the  Lord's  service, 

Henri  Micrle  d'Aubigne. 

New  York,  January  21,  1904. 


At  latest  advices  the  Bonne  Noiivellc  was  at  Fay-aux- 
Loges,  on  the  Loiret  river,  enjoying  great  success,  with  meet- 
ings of  three  hundred  persons  at  a  time. 

The  French  Protestant  missionaries  in  Madagascar  are 
practically  bishops  over  native  teachers  or  evangelists.  One 
of  them  is  in  charge  of  eighty-two  churches,  he  being  the  only 
ordained  minister  in  the  district  of  Vonozongo.  Another  has 
charge  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  churches. 


Dr.  Benham  spent  a  few  days,  including  All  Saints'  Day, 
at  Rochefort.  At  that  time  of  the  year  a  number  of  special 
meetings  are  held  every  year.  The  "day  of  the  dead"  {joiir 
des  morts),  as  it  is  called  in  French,  is  a  time  when  the  hearts 
of  non-religious  people,  even  of  those  opposed  to  religion,  are 
peculiarly  tender  and  open  to  the  reception  of  a  Gospel  of  love 
and  forgiveness.  The  meetings  last  November  were  particu- 
larly good.  The  General  Secretary  of  the  Bordeaux  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  took  part  in  them,  along  with 
Messrs.  Terrell  and  Diirrlemann  and  Dr.  Benham. 
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OUR  BROTHER  FROM  FRANCE:  AN  INTERVIEW 

]iY  AMOS  R.  WELLS. 

One  of  tlic  leading  French  Endeavorcrs  is  Rev.  Henri 
Merle  d'Aubigne,  son  of  the  distinguished  historian  of  the 
Reformation,  a  translation  of  whose  work  is  a  standard  in  all 
our  libraries.  It  was  a  great  pleasure  for  us  at  Christian 
Endeavor  headquarters  to  welcome  him  to  Boston,  and  learn 
from  him  how  the  cause  is  progressing  in  his  own  sunny  land. 

He  is  a  man  of  striking  features,  and  would  be  marked 
anywhere  as  a  scholar  and  a  leader.  Born  in  Switzerland,  he 
has  the  vivacity  of  a  Frenchman  and  the  thoughtfulness  of  a 
German.  An  inspiring  historical  lecture  on  the  Reformation  in 
France,  which  I  heard  him  deliver,  proved  him  to  be  the  intel- 
lectual heir  of  his  famous  father. 

He  is  in  charge  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful 
of  the  McAll  Missions  in  Paris,  and  it  was  especially  on  behalf 
of  that  great  Protestant  work  that  he  came  to  this  country ;  but 
he  was  very  glad  to  talk  about  French  Christian  Endeavor  socie- 
ties. He  is  the  pastor  of  one  of  them,  and  almost  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  work  in  France  he  has 
been  one  of  its  most  ardent  and  powerful  advocates. 

"There  is  one  little  point  of  resemblance  between  Dr.  Clark 
and  myself,"  he  said,  addressing  a  large  company  of  Endeav- 
orers,  "'and  that  is,  that  we  go  among  all  the  denominations. 
Last  Sunday  I  had  the  privilege  of  speaking  in  the  churches  of 
four  denominations — Baptist,  Methodist,  Congregational,  and 
Presbyterian ;  and  the  Sunday  before  I  spoke  in  three  of  these 
and  one  other,  the  Dutch  Reformed.  I  must  avow  one  thing — 
that  I  could  not  possibly  tell  which  church  belonged  to  which 
denomination.  I  had  to  be  told,  and  I  did  not  remember !  They 
all  make  upon  me  the  impression  of  being  a  part  of  one  enor- 
mous Christian  body,  and  I  believe  that  so  it  is." 

In  the  same  address  he  spoke  of  seeing  once  in  France,  on 
the  wall  of  a  railroad  station,  a  great  placard  representing 
Brother  Jonathan  presenting  to  Miss  France  an  American 
threshing  machine.  "Well,  I  thought  as  I  walked  on  to  the 
Mission,  our  American  friends  have  been  sending  reapers  and 
sowers  to  help  our  country  people  to  get  the  bread  that  is  neces- 
sary to  the  present  life.   And  they  have  done  better  than  that — 
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tliov  have  given  us  inachiiics  lu  help  us  gel  the  Bread  of  eternal 
lite.  There  is  one  machine,  not  a  material  machine,  but  a 
mechanism,  an  organization,  a  spirit,  a  life,  a  power,  which  you 
have  brought  us,  and  it  has  been  a  great  help.  I  mean  Christian 
Endeavor." 

"What  was  your  introduction  to  Christian  Endeavor?"  I 
asked  him  one  day,  when  1  had  him  to  myself. 

"1  learned  about  it  from  Mr.  Greig,  the  successor  of 
Dr.  .McAll,  who  founded  the  first  society  in  France.  I  have 
gained  much  help,  too,  from  Dr.  Clark,  whom  I  have  seen  four 
times  and  in  as  many  different  countries — in  England,  France, 
Switzerland,  and  the  ITnited  States.  Once  he  was  coming 
from  Japan  by  way  of  Siberia,  and  now  he  is  on  the  point  of 
going  to  Australia !" 

"How  many  societies  are  there  in  your  Paris  Christian 
Endeavor  Union?" 

"There  are  fourteen  or  fifteen." 

"Do  you  have  union  meetings,  as  we  do?" 

"Yes,  especially  twice  a  year,  in  the  autumn  on  All  Saints' 
Day,  and  in  the  spring  on  Ascension  Day.  You  see,  we  take 
advantage  of  the  Catholic  holidays,  when  our  members  are  free 
from  their  work.  At  the  last  meeting  thirteen  or  fourteen 
societies  were  represented,  and  about  three  hundred  were 
present." 

"How  about  the  national  union?" 

"We  find  great  difiiculties  in  the  way  of  holding  national 
Christian  Endeavor  conventions.  In  the  first  place,  our  Prot- 
estant churches  in  Paris  are  only  a  little  island  in  a  great  sea  of 
Roman  Catholicism.  To  reach  the  other  group  of  Protestant 
Christians,  you  must  journey  to  the  distant  south  of  France.  We 
are  greatly  scattered.  ^Ir.A'an  der  Beken,  our  national  secretary, 
travels  among  them  faithfully,  but  it  is  hard  to  bring  them 
together,  for  traveling  is  expensive,  and  they  are  poor.  The 
pastors  themselves  are  very  poor.  Their  salaries  would  not 
average  more  than  $400  a  year.  Now,  you  see,  on  such  a  sum 
they  cannot  eat  much  meat.  They  often  have  insufficient  cloth- 
ing.   They  have  great  difficulty  in  bringing  up  their  families." 

"What  is  vour  own  official  position  ?" 

"I  am  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Paris  Union. 
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The  Coiiiniittee,  for  tlicrc  is  only  one.  There  is  a  movement 
now  on  foot  to  make  it  the  executive  committee  for  the  national 
union.  I  am  also  presitlent  of  my  own  Cliristian  luideavor 
society." 

"Arc  French  pastors  often  presidents  of  their  societies?" 
"Yes,  very  often  ;  i)robahly  in  the  majority  of  cases." 
"You  have  no  French  Christian  Endeavor  paper?" 
"Not  at  present,  and  we  need  one." 

He  was  greatly  interested  in  a  cop\-  of  ihc  bright  Christian 
Endeavor  paper  published  in  the  h'rench  language  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  his  own  birthplace — L\lctivitc  Chreticniic,  its 
editor  being  Mr.  Charles  l»riquet. 

"Briquet!"  exclaimed  Mr.  d'Aubigne,  "I  know  him  well, 
He  is  a  captain  in  the  Swiss  army,  and  the  last  time  I  saw  him 
he  was  in  full  uniform,  brass  buttons  and  all,  with  his  sword 
clanking  by  his  side,  and  he  was  marching  to  a  Christian 
Endeavor  meeting!" 

A  pleasant  picture,  I  thought,  of  militant  religion. 

"Does  Christian  Endeavor  get  into  the  daily  papers  in 
Paris?" 

"I  am  sorry  to  say  that  our  French  secular  papers  put  in 
only  what  they  are  paid  to.  But  there  is  one  Protestant  paper 
in  I'aris,  Le  Signal,  a  daily,  that  will  give  us  space  and  advocate 
our  cause." 

"The  societies  are  found  in  the  Methodist  and  Baptist 
churches  ?" 

"Yes,  but  chiefly  in  our  French  Reformed  churches,  and 
they  are  winning  their  way  in  the  most  aristocratic  of  these." 
"You  have  Junior  societies?" 

"A  few,  only.  There-  is  an  admirable  one  in  Mr.  Greig's 
church." 

"The  French  Endeavorers  take  our  Christian  Endeavor 
pledge?" 

"Why,  yes — of  course.  They  hai'e  to  take  it  in  order  to  be 
Endeavorers.  They  do  not  object  to  it.  The  pledge  we  have 
difficulty  with  in  France  is  the  temperance  pledge." 

"And  French  Endeavorers  are  interested  in  temperance 
work  ?" 

"Deeply  interested,  especially  in  the  widespread  use  of  tern- 
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perance  placards."  And,  by  the  way,  1  am  <4la(l  to  show  upon 
tiiis  page  a  very  interesting  i)ictorial  placard  which  Mr. 
d'Aubigne  gave  me — one  of  the  many  graphic  temperance  ser- 
mons preached  everywhere  nowadays  on  the  streets  of  Paris. 
"The  young  women  among  our  Endeavorers,"  added  Mr. 
d'Aubigne,  "are  often  most  efficient  temperance  workers,  taking 
drunken  men  home  to  their  wives,  and  making  them  sign  the 
pledge." 

"How  do  French  Endeavorers  conduct  their  meetings?" 

"Much  as  you  do  here,  only  the  meeting  often  has  more 
the  character  of  a  company  of  older  church  workers  conferring 
about  the  work  of  the  church.  Our  girls  find  it  hard  to  speak 
and  pray  in  public,  but  nevertheless  they  do." 

"What  songs  do  you  use?" 

"Up  to  1830,  only  the  metrical  version  of  the  Psalms.  In 
1865  more  sprightly  tunes  were  introduced,  and  soon  afterward 
came  the  Moody  and  Sankey  song-book.  Now  there  is  a  reac- 
tion in  France,  as  there  is  in  America,  toward  a  more  quiet  and 
devout  type  of  song." 

"As  so  many  of  the  societies  are  connected  with  the 
McAll  Missions,  the  missionary  spirit  must  be  strong  among 
the  Endeavorers?" 

"Yes,  very  strong,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  great 
many  of  our  members  are  factory  workers,  and  have  not  had 
much  opportunity  for  an  education,  and  are  not  able  to  do  much 
personal  propagandizing,  though  some  of  them  have  been  per- 
secuted for  their  religious  activity.  They  are  greatly  helpful  in 
the  distribution  of  tracts.  For  this  purpose  we  take  advantage 
of  the  holidays,  when  the  Catholics  visit  the  cemeteries  in 
throngs.  On  last  All  Saints'  Day,  for  instance,  I  and  my 
Endeavorers  took  a  stand  at  the  entrance  of  a  cemetery  which 
was  visited  by  ioo,ocK)  persons,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  we 
gave  away  14,000  tracts.  They  were  gospel  tracts — not  con- 
troversial." 

I  asked  M.  d'Aubigne  to  write  a  message  that  I  might  pass 
on  to  the  Endeavorers  of  the  United  States.  He  kindly  con- 
sented, and  with  his  own  cordial  words  I.  bring  my  article  to  a 
close : 

"Dear  Fellow  Ende.worers:  I  have  now  been  nearly  a 


Our  Hroihi-r  from  France  :  An  fnlcrview 


13 


niontli  ill  your  great  country,  and  have  had  the  privilege  of  visit- 
ing the  head(iuarters  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  movement,  and 
shaking  hands  with  its  founder  and  many  of  its  leaders. 

"I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  see  much  of  your  societies,  but  I 
have  been  privileged  to  speak  in  churches  of  five  different 
denominations,  and  I  have  found  the  same  broad  and  living 
Christian  spirit  in  all. 

"There  are  men  in  Europe  who  say  that  Christianity  is  a 
thing  of  the  past.  I  see  in  this  democratic  and  progressive  coun- 
try a  demonstration  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  great  i)owcr  for 
uniting  men,  for  making  them  better  and  happier,  or  saving 
them,  and  will  be  so  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.  As  I  travel 
from  city  to  city  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  visiting  many  of 
your  societies  and  of  shaking  hands  with  many  of  your 
members. 

"Let  me  express  my  New  Year's  wish  in  the  words  of  an 
old  mediaeval  hymn ;  it  is  in  Latin,  but  not  difficult  to  under- 
stand : 

Fac  ut  possim  demonstrare 
Quam  sit  dulce  te  amare, 
Tecum  rati,  tecum  flere, 
Tecum  semper  conpandere. 

Your  affectionate  guest, 

Henri  Merle.  d'Aubigne." 
— The  Christian  Endeavor  World. 


Mr.  Brown  tells  an  interesting  incident  of  a  foundling, 
who  was  brought  up  to  mature  years  by  the  Trappists :  "He 
went  to  Rome  to  attend  the  Pope's  Jubilee,  and  came  back  dis- 
gusted, came  to  Salle  Rivoli  and  joined  my  Bible  Class.  His 
conscience  was  awakened,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  'house- 
keeping' and  wanted  to  legalize  his  position.  But  it  is  a  difficult 
thing  to  get  married  in  France,  and  in  about  another  fortnight 
we  hope  to  have  his  papers  ready."  This  incident  gives  a  little 
insight  into  the  problems  that  perplex  more  than  one  of  the 
converts  of  our  halls. 
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A  NEW  HALL  AT  ST.  ETIENNE 

BY  DR.  HASTINGS  BURROUGHS. 

The  opening  of  a  new  hall  in  the  Mission  is  always  an 
interesting  event  to  the  more  directly  engaged.  It  means 
renewed  life  to  the  ordinary  work  and  a  general  stirring  up  of 
enthusiasm  all  round.  Hopes  are  revived  and  great  satisfaction 
felt  in  striking  new  ground. 

In  our  experience  of  twenty  years  in  this  city  (St.  Etienne), 
and  during  which  time  we  have  successively  established  Gospel 
meetings  in  almost  all  the  working  centres,  the  pleasure  experi- 
enced has  never  decreased. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  selection  of  a 
place  and  the  getting  up  of  the  hall  entails  a  considerable  amount 
of  responsibility  and  requires  careful  study. 

First,  a  general  round  has  to  be  made  in-  the  district  to 
examine  what  halls  are  to  be  let ;  if  they  are  properly  disposed 
for  our  services ;  how  many  partitions  should  be  removed,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  if  the  proprietor  will  consent  to  let  it  for 
Gospel  meetings.  Frequently  all  the  first  conditions  are  satis- 
factory, but  when  we  reveal  the  nature  of  our  work,  we  meet 
with  a  decided  refusal.  Then  we  have  to  begin  over  again  and 
often  are  obliged  to  pass  to  another  quarter  of  the  town. 

It  was  thus  with  the  new  Salle  we  have  just  opened.  We 
visited  a  nice,  large  ground  floor ;  the  proprietor  oflered  to  do 
all  tlie  repairs  and  the  rent  was  very  reasonable.  When  we  told 
the  house-agent  what  we  wanted  it  for,  he  said  he  could  not 
take  it  on  himself  to  decide  ;  he  would  inform  the  owner  and  this 
old  lady  sent  us  a  non-possumusl 

We  had  to  abandon  that  quarter,  finding  no  other  Salle 
suitable,  and  after  some  hunting  we  chose  a  small  hall  in  a  very 
populous  street  inhabited  by  working  people.  Here  we  found  a 
ready  acceptance  by  the  owner  and  immediately  .came  to  terms. 
The  place  looked  at  first  rather  dilapidated,  but  the  proprietor 
ofifered  to  put  everything  into  shape  and  in  a  few  days,  what 
with  a  coat  of  whitewash  on  the  walls  and  paint  on  the  wood- 
work, it  looked  sprightly. 

Our  valued  friend,  Mme.  Borel,  made  some  texts  of  white 
letters  on  a  red  ground  to  adorn  the  four  walls,  so  that  when 
the  gas  was  lighted,  it  looked  quite  snug.    However,  I  believe 
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that  the  letters,  beautifully  cut,  forming  the  texts,  were  pro- 
vided by  our  friend,  Mnie.  Vales,  of  Cannes,  who,  with  her  kind 
husband,  has  been  pleased  to  take  a  warm  interest  in  the  St. 
Etienne  work. 

For  the  past  year  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  holding 
once  a  fortnight  a  prayer-meeting  in  one  another's  homes  in 
connection  with  the  world-wide  Circle  of  Prayer.  Last  week 
we  held  it  in  the  new  Salle,  three  days  before  opening  it  to  the 
public.  There  we  asked  God  to  consecrate  it  by  His  continual 
presence  and  to  give  us  the  souls  of  those  who  should  come 
there. 

Everything  being  thus  ready,  we  opened  the  Salle  on  Sat- 
urday last.  The  people  came  around  the  door  and  many  were 
persuaded  to  enter,  and  appeared  to  be  much  interested,  if  we 
may  infer  from  the  great  attention  given  during  the  whole  time 
of  the  meeting. 

I  chose  on  this  occasion  Rom.  i.  i6,  and  explained  our 
object  in  opening  the  Salle — to  tell  them  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  "the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  for  every  one  that 
believeth ;"  that  they  need  not  expect  to  hear  anything  else 
there,  and  when  they  went  home,  if  they  were  asked  what  they 
heard  in  the  Salle,  to  say:  "The  Gospel." 

They  listened  very  attentively  while  I  told  them  briefly 
what  the  Gospel  meant  to  us  lost  sinners — peace,  pardon,  salva- 
tion.  Prayer  closed  this  meeting  and  all  left  quietly. 

We  do  believe  that  the  Lord  will  bless  us  in  this  new 
undertaking.  The  ground  is  new  and  perhaps  very  hard,  but 
the  seed  of  God's  Word  will  take  root,  if  we  are  faithful  and 
persevering.   Meetings  will  be  held  in  this  hall  twice  a  week. 

Before  closing,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  our 
"Salle  P>righton,"  which  for  size  and  position  has  no  rival  in 
the  town.  It  is  the  headquarters  of  our  work  and  increasing 
in  activity. 

Our  friends  in  Brighton  would  be  much  pleased  if  they 
could  look  in  on  us  one  evening !  However,  if  any  intended 
to  come,  I  would  advise  them  to  wait  a  bit,  as  we  are  going  to 
have  the  hall  renovated  inside,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  our 
dear  Mme.  Borel,  who  offers  to  share  the  expenses  with  the 
proprietor,  so  that  it  will  cost  nothing  to  the  Mission.   We  hope 
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to  ha\c  all  this  done  before  Christmas.  The  Salle  will  then  be 
more  worthy  of  our  Brighton  visitors ! 

i  thank  God  that  a  very  good  brotherly  feeling  exists 
among  all  those  who  one  way  or  another  are  interested  in  Chris- 
tian work  in  this  city.  It  is  thus  that  M.  Coste,  the  excellent 
pastor  of  the  Free  Church,  has  conceived  a  plan  for  drawing 
together  in  one  meeting  all  evangelical  denominations,  whert 
those  who  work  for  Christ  will  be  asked  to  relate  their  experi- 
ences in  the  Mission  field  and  give  or  receive  encouragement. 
These  meetings  will  be  held  several  times  during  the  year ;  the 
first  will  take  place  in  the  church,  the  second,  in  our  hall,  and  sa 
on. 

I  know  of  no  better  way  of  seeking  the  divine  blessing  on 
ourselves  and  on  our  work. 


GOOD  READING  FOR  OUR  PEOPLE 

The  necessity  of  some  effort  to  counteract  the  deleterious 
influences  of  the  "yellow  journal"  has  led  several  of  our  workers 
to  make  special  eft'orts  to  sell  Lc  Bon  Mcssagcr  in  our  halls._ 
This  little  month!}-  paper,  known  to  many  of  our  readers,  con- 
tains news  of  the  Mission,  studies  of  the  International  Sunday- 
school  lessons,  and  a  number  of  edifying  articles.  It  is  sold 
in  the  halls  for  a  cent  a  number.  The  latest  issue  contains  an 
amusing  article  by  M.  Charles  Ninel,  whose  article  "Four 
Days  on  the  Bonne  KouvcUc"  in  last  February's  Record  was 
full  of  interest.  M.  Ninel  is  in  charge  of  the  Leqendre  Hall, 
i  aris,  and  he  made  a  strenuous  eft"ort  to  "hold  the  record"  for 
sales  of  the  Bon  Messagcr  in  his  hall,  reaching  the  top  notch  of 
one  hundred  a  month  only  to  find  himself  outdone  by  ]\I.  Browrt 
and  his  staff  in  Salle  Rivoli !  There  is  more  in  his  descripfion 
than  mere  fun,  however :  "There  is  something  touching  and 
impelling  in  the  thought  that  in  this  fragile  sheet  of  paper  lies 
perhaps  the  salvation  of  an  immortal  soul.  Every  day  thousands 
of  readers  of  the  Matin  (a  cheap,  daily  paper)  seek  eagerly, 
persistently,  with  all  their  intelligence  to  discover  treasures 
hidden  and  promised  in  its  fcuillcton  (literary  page).  Who 
knows  whether  in  some  simple,  unpretentious  article  in  our 
little  paper,  with  the  strength  of  God's  Spirit,  some  reader  may 
not  find  the  treasure  above  all  treasures?" 


' '  Hi  re  and  There  ivilh  the  Mission  lioats  ' 
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"HERE  AND  THERE  WITH  THE  MISSION  BOATS" 

S.  IIONKY.MAN  A  NDKKSON  . 

T  am  on  the  Bon  Mcssagcr  at  Gcrniij^iiy,  near  Vareddes, 
not  far  from  the  railway  station  of  Trilport,  not  far,  that  is 
three  miles  (hstant,  a  i)leasant  walk  in  fine  weather,  but  yester- 
day in  the  piereing-  wind  witli  melting  snow  on  the  road,  and 
one's  bags  and  umbrella  to  carry,  it  was  rather  unpleasant.  I 
reached  the  quiet  little  town  of  Germigny-l'Eveque  in  the  dark, 
and  was  directed  to  the  inn  where  visitors  generally  lodge, 
barge  conductors,  "amateur-fishermen,"  and  commercial  trav- 
elers often  stay  here  in  their  rambles.  The  clean  little  upper 
chamber  with  white-washed  walls  is  reached  through  the  court, 
and  fowls  and  pigeons  and  rabbits  were  disturbed  by  the  visitor 
as  he  passed  near  them  this  morning. 

Germigny-rEveque  (or  Germigny,  the  Bishop)  is  so  called 
because  the  Bishop  of  Meaux  has  a  chateau  and  an  important 
farm  here,  and  visits  the  place  constantly.  When  the  boat  ar- 
rived, a  "Monsieur"  rather  haughtily  affirmed  that  the  Bateau 
Protestant  would  not  do  much  business  in  this  town,  "ne  ierait 
pas  ses  al¥aires."  However,  in  spite  of  very  unfavorable 
weather,  tempests  of  snow  and  rain  and  cold  and  wind,  the 
people  have  not  stopped  away,  but  even  on  the  worst  night,  when 
we  expected  no  one,  about  twenty  turned  up  for  the  meeting. 

P21even  years  ago  the  boat  stayed  here  for  a  few  weeks, 
and  several  of  the  people  remember  Dr.  McAll's  visit,  they  say, 
and  how  heartily  he  sang  the  hymns,  "Joie  au  ciel,"  and  "La 
porte  de  la  grace."  An  old  mill  is  shown  me  as  the  place  where 
meetings  were  held  for  a  long  time  after  the  departure  of  the 
boat.  And  a  woman  said  Captain  and  Mrs.  Pirn,  who  were 
then  on  board,  were  very  good  folks,  and  Mrs.  Pirn  an  excellent 
woman. 

Months  ago,  farther  east  on  the  Marne,  I  was  one  day  dis- 
tributing tracts  in  the  country,  wdien  a  woman  asked  me 
information  concerning  the  conference  boat,  and  said,  "Oh, 
about  ten  years  ago  I  used  to  frequent  the  meetings,  I  knew 
Captain  and  A'Irs.  Pini  very  well,  and  all  these  years  we  have 
often  sung  the  hymns  we  learnt  on  board,  and  many  others,  as 
the  gentleman  at  whose  house  T  stay  can  play  the  harmonium: 
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well."  1  fduiul  out  afterwards  that  he  was  the  organist  of  the 
Catholic  Ciiurch ! 

During  last  summer,  1  was  with  the  Bon  Mcssager  at  the 
very  pretty  little  village  of  "Mary-near-Lizy."  If  there  had 
been  two  "zeds"  in  Lizy,  one  would  have  thought  that  English 
people  had  been  the  first  settlers  in  the  locality.  It  is  a  favorite 
sumtner  resort  of  Parisians.  It  seems  that  good  fish  abounds 
as  well  as  hares  and  partridges,  and  the  curving  river  and  the 
wood-clad  hills  supply  beautiful  landscapes  to  artists  from  the 
city.  There  are  also  pretty  pleasure  boats  about,  and  remark- 
able enough,  one  was  called  Nora,  another  English  name !  Here 
as  everywhere  else  much  curiosity  was  aroused  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Mission  boat,  and  visitors  even  from  a  considerable  dis- 
tance (a  girl's  school  came  once  from  Lizy),  came  and  examined 
the  remarkable  floating  hall.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  a  few,  sat 
among  the  peasants  and  listened  attentively  to  our  discourses. 
A  well-dressed  lady,  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  attentive 
hearers,  put  several  silver  coins  in  the  box  at  the  door,  after  one 
of  the  conferences.  Another  who  used  to  come  about  not  afar 
ofif,  and  spend  hours  fishing  from  a  decorated  raft  with  roof 
and  colored  awnings  and  comfortable  arm-chairs,  also  attended 
the  meetings,  and  finally  revealed  that  she  was  a  Protestant  from 
Paris,  and  highly  approved  of  the  good  work  done  by  the  boat. 

At  Mary,  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  village,  I  rnet  an 
old,  old  woman,  a  dwarf,  and  hunchback,  living  in  a  sort  of 
wooden  box  covered  with  earth  and  straw,  and  a  variety  of  bits 
of  boards.  Her  beautiful  white  and  yellowish  brown  dog  hailed 
me  with  fierce  barking  afar  ofi^,  and  the  old  body  appeared  mov- 
ing her  hand  above  "Diane"  and  saying,  "Ne  lui  dis  rien" 
("Don't  say  anything  to  him !").  We  soon  got  into  interesting 
conversation  and  — "Wait  a  bit,"  she  said,  "I  will  show  you 
that  I  have  faith."  She  disappeared  in  her  mysterious  sort  of 
den  and  came  out  with  a  dusty  statuette  of  some  saint  or  other. 
.She  said  it  was  made  of  good  wood,  and  was  worth  more  than 
a  hundred  francs,  all  the  while  wiping  off  the  dust  from  the 
face  of  the  patron  saint.  Many  were  her  questions  about  the 
boat  and  very  severe  her  condemnation  of  all  the  atheists  and 
materialists  who,  she  affirmed,  abounded  in  all  that  neighbor- 
hood.   Her  old  husband  is  a  road  mender  at  Lizy,  and  they  are 
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quite  satisfied  to  live  thus  in  a  prinul'wc  way  under  the  tall 
trees  and  by  the  side  of  the  river.  A  vegetable  garden  occupied 
the  poor  old  soul.  A  copy  of  the  history  of  Jesus  Christ  and  a 
few  tracts  were  received  by  her  with  expressions  of  gratitude. 

Farther  up  the  Marne,  far  to  the  east  of  this,  we  found 
once,  living  quite  close  to  the  spot  where  the  boat  had  stopped, 
a  family  of  four — father,  mother,  son,  and  daughter — in  a 
cavern,*  heaps  of  rags  and  bundles  of  straw  formed  the  princi- 
pal furniture,  and  the  man  said  he  paid  five  shillings  a  year  for 
rent.  He  could  read  a  little,  but  neither  his  wife  nor  the  chil- 
dren could. 

What  heathenism,  alas  !  one  meets  with  in  these  villages.  In 
some  places  the  pretty  little  churches  are  abandoned,  the  pic- 
tures are  mildewed,  the  statues  are  getting  dilapidated,  the  blue 
sky  is  se;en  through  the  ceiling,  grass  is  growing  between  the 
stones  at  the  threshold  !  I  only  state  what  I  have  seen  !  In  more 
than  one  place  no  service  is  held  in  the  village  church ;  the  bell- 
ringer  alone  goes  in  and  rings  the  bells  three  times  a  day  !  What 
a  pity  that  there  is  not  the  pure  simple  Gospel  at  hand,  the 
'^glorious  Gospel  of  our  blessed  Lord,"  to  offer  to  the  people  who 
are  declaring  themselves  materialists  and  freethinkers !  The 
attendance  at  the  meetings  on  the  boats  shows  that  these  vil- 
lagers would  receive  the  Word  of  God  if  means  were  at  hand 
whereby  the  "Seed  of  Life"  could  be  given  them. 

At  Congis,  one  of  the  last  stations  before  this,  the  people 
came  night  after  night,  in  all  sorts  of  weather,  across  the  broad 
river  to  hear  what  was  proclaimed  on  board.  The  captain  of  the 
Bon  Messager  would  take  his  lantern  and  push  ofif  in  his  large 
square  barge  to  the  other  side  of  the  Marne  and  thence  row  a 
cargo  of  eighteen  persons  at  a  time  across  to  the  Mission  boat, 
while  another  rower  would  go  back  and  forward  in  a  small  boat, 
taking  four  or  five  fiersons  across  each  time ;  this  went  on  a  good 
while  before  and,  necessarily,  after  the  meetings  also. 

All  this  performance  taking  place  in  the  thick  darkness  and 
with  the  strong  current  flowing  was  naturally  accompanied  by 

*Cave  dwellings  are  not  infrequent  in  France,  not  only  in  the  rocky  walls 
of  the  rivers  of  the  South,  but  even  within  a  couple  of  hours  of  Paris.  The 
Editor  of  the  Record  saw  a  number  of  such  inhabited  by  workers  on  the  rail- 
way, and  others  in  the  valley  of  the  Yonne,  on  her  way  to  visit  the  Iwat  at 
Etigny  in  1898. 
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a  certain  amount  of  anxious  silence,  and  by-and-by  a  few  lights 
from  the  lanterns,  by  which  groups  of  friends  wended  their 
way  homewards,  disappeared  in  the  distance ;  and  the  broad 
rays  of  golden  light  inlaying  on  the  surface  of  the  flowing  river, 
from  the  eight  windows  and  the  entrance  of  the  hall,  made  one 
wonder  whether  angels  of  light,  who  rejoice  over  one  sinner 
that  rcpenteth,  do  not  linger  around  the  sacred  barque,  whence 
prayer  and  praise  have  once  more  ascended  to  Him  whom  all  the 
angels  of  God  worship  and  whose  command  has  once  again 
been  obeyed  to  preach  His  Gospel  everywhere  and  always. 


THE  FRENCH  CHURCHES  AND  EVANGELIZATION 

An  interesting  Congress  was  held  in  Nimes,  France,  on  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  of  November.  It  is  the  second  Protes- 
tant Congress  of  Evangelization,  the  first  having  been  held  in 
Paris  last  year  by  a  few  earnest  Christians  who  acutely  felt 
the  necessity  of  a  more  energetic  and  concerted  effort  to  evan- 
gelize the  French  nation.  These  earnest  persons  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  an  organization  in  which  "all  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ,  men  or  women,  who  are  working  in  any  measure  for 
the  evangelization  of  France,  or  who  have  at  heart  the  salva- 
tion of  France  by  the  Gospel,"  could  come  together  in  common 
efifort  for  this  end.  The  questions  especially  brought  before 
the  Evangelization  Congress  were,  "What  have  been  the  con- 
quests of  evangelization  in  France  in  recent  years?  Have  they 
been  equal  to  the  needs  of  the  country?"  and  "What  are  at  the 
present  moment  the  most  efficacious,  rapid  and  practical  means 
of  bringing  our  people  in  contact  with  the  Christianity  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  of  reaching  the  masses  by  evangelization  ?"  The 
first  question  was  committed  to  the  Rev.  L.  Biau,  one  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  McAll  Mission,  in  charge  of  the 
Bercy  church  and  editor  of  Le  Bon  Messagcr.-  The  second 
was  entrusted  to  the  widely  experienced  pastor,  Samuel  De- 
lattre,  an  active- leader  in  the  "Social  Christianity"  movement. 

Considering  the  relatively  small  numbers  in  the  Protestant 
churches  of  France,  much  has  already  been  done  to  bring  the 
Gospel  to  the  people,  but  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  vastness 
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of  llif  liclcl  and  llic  urgency  of  the  need,  everything  seems  yet 
to  he  done.  The  positive  resuh  of  the  Congress  was  the  adop- 
tion of  resolutions  sotting  in  motion  a  work  of  evangehzation 
analogous  to  that  recently  undertaken  in  this  country,  especially 
by  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  designating  as  the  special 
agents  of  the  churches  in  this  work  a  representative  of  the 
Reformed  and  Free  Churches  respectively.  The  name  of  Pastor 
Houter  of  Marseilles  was  immediately  presented  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Reformed  Church  and  his  election  was  at  once 
confirmed,  as  that  "evangelical  Sebastian  Faure"  for  whom  the 
need  has  long  appeared  urgent.  He  is  commissioned  to  speak 
in  theatres,  casinos,  concert  halls  and  public  places  of  all  sorts, 
carrying  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  the  same  audiences  that  now 
flock  to  such  places  to  hear  the  gospel  of  atheism  and  of  the 
worship  of  reason.  M.  Houter  is  a  man  of  rare  eloquence,  and 
admirably  qualified  for  the  task  to  which  he  is  called.  He  was 
empowered  by  the  Congress  to  lay  out  a  plan  of  campaign  and 
enlist  the  services  of  as  many  helpers  as  he  shall  find  needful 
to  accomplish  the  work. 


The  Saturday  Bible  reading  in  Salle  Rivoli  "warms  one's 
heart,"  writes  the  missionary.  "The  papers  read  astonish  us. 
The  last  paper,  by  an  engineer,  on  Pilate,  came  as  a  surprise. 
One  said,  'Whence  hath  .this  man  all  this  learning?'  A  young 
man  read  a  paper  on  Peter's  fall,  and  was  complimented  on  it 
by  a  pastor.  His  reply  was,  'When  I  think  what  I  was  twelve 
months  ago,  and  what  I  am  to-day,  what  I  am  doing,  studying 
the  Scriptures,  I  am  a  wonder  to  myself."  " 


Our  friends  of  the  Huguenot  Society  and  the  Franco- 
American  committee  have  lately  welcomed  a  delegate  fr'om  the 
Protestant  churches  of  France  and  Belgium,  the.  Rev.  S. 
Monnier,  of  Paris.  M.  Monnier  is  not  related  to  Prof.  Jean 
Monnier,  who  has  long  been  connected  with  the  McAll  work. 
He  is  said  to  be  an  able  and  interesting  speaker. 
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LILLE-FIVES 
Inauguration  of  the  "Foyer  du  Peuplc" 

BV    .M.    l.oriS  SATTTER. 

l-"ives  is  a  suburb  of  Lille,  lluit  <;rcat  manufacturing  city 
of  tbc  north  of  France.  The  mines,  the  great  workshops  of 
all  kinds,  the  spinning  and  weaving  factories,  and  other  indus- 
tries liave  caused  a  great  population  of  the  working-class  to 
mass  themselves  here.  and.  as  a  consequence,  poverty  and  sin 
abounil.  Socialism  and  Clericalism  fight  for  influence  over 
these  poor  people,  and  here,  too,  is  the  McAll  Mission  at  work, 
and  the  hall,  or  rather  group  of  halls,  of  the  opening  of  which 
we  are  now  going  to  speak,  is  the  outcome  of  its  activity. 

h  is  only  some  six  years  ago  that  Pastor  Henri  Nick 
settled  in  this  jiopulous  place  as  representative  of  the  McAll 
Mission  and  also  of  the  Societe  Centrale.  He  had  the  greatest 
difificulty  in  finding  a  place  for  his  meetings,  and  was  twice 
turned  out  of  his  room,  at  short  intervals,  by  the  landlord.  He 
at  length  had  tlie  happiness  to  find  a  large  piece  of  land,  well 
situated,  which  he  was  able  to  take  on  a  three  years'  agreement, 
with  a  promise  to  sell  at  the  end  of  that  time. 

He  also  obtained  from  a  generous  Christian  lady  a  sum  of 
money  to  enable  him  to  transform  the  large  sort  of  shed  that  was 
on  the  ground  into  a  commodious  hall.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
opening  that  hall  two  years  ago,  and  seeing  for  myself  then  what 
great  hold  M.  Nick  had  on  the  people  and  how  he  had  gained 
their  confidence  and  afifection.  But  he  was  not  content  with 
that  success,  and,  having  obtained  other  gifts,  he  purchased  the 
freehold  of  the  site,  and  has  been  busy  getting  erected  a  much 
larger  and  better-arranged  hall.  The  old  hall,  divided  up, 
serves  to  provide  homes  for  several  branches  of  the  work,  and 
the  whole  is  aptly  called  "Le  Foyer  du  Peuple"  ("The  People's 
Home").  A  Workmen's  Club.  Y.  M.  and  Y.  W.  Associations, 
Temperance  Societies,  Mothers'  Meetings,  Library,  Sunday  and 
Thursday  Schools,  Adult  Classes,  Temperance  Restaurant :  all 
these  departments  are  in  working  order. 

The  large  hall  can  seat  800  persons  and  is  well  suited  for 
the  w'ork.  being  simple  and  neat  in  appearance.  It  was  de- 
signed by  an  architect  at  Lille,  who  gave  his  ser\aces  freely,  hav- 
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ing-  heen  attracted  by  the  character  of  the  work  carried  on  by 
M.  Nick. 

On  Sunday,  tlic  twenty-ninth  of  November,  at  four  o'clock, 
this  hall  was  crowded.  Friends  from  Roubaix  had  come  over 
to  show  their  sympathy.  Hearty  and  appropriate  addresses 
were  tjiven  by  Messrs.  Quievreux,  Gounelle,  Boissonnas,  and 
others,  and  the  singing  was  e.xcellcnt.  several  pieces  being  sung 
by  choirs  of  young  people  and  of  children.  M.  Nick  received 
many  expressions  of  sympathy  and  affection,  showing  how  he 
is  beloved  and  trusted  by  all. 

We  thank  ( lod  for  the  encouragement  that  He  has  given 
to  His  children.  1  was  able  to  assure  myself,  and  I  am  glad 
to  say  this  to  the  readers  of  the  Quarterly  Record,  that  while 
our  friends  at  Lille  and  at  Roubaix  are  preoccupied  with  the 
social  and  moral  questions  that  present  themselves  in  their  work, 
and  that  while  they  seek  by  all  the  means  at  their  disposal  to 
gain  the  confidence  of  the  working  people  and  to  interest  them- 
selves in  all  that  concerns  the  daily  life  of  the  people,  this  in  no 
wise  means  that  the  first  place  in  their  preaching,  in  their  con- 
victions, and  in  their  activity  in  its  many  forms,  is  not  given 
to  the  presentation  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  simply  and 
faithfully.  Aim  Quarterly. 
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The  work  in  this  city  continues  to  prosper.  ^L  Boyer  has 
been  added  to  the  force  which  even  yet  is  hardly  equal  to  the 
work.  But  "one  wath  God  is  a  majority,'"  and  these  Marseilles 
workers  feel  that  they  are  allied  with  God  in  their  work.  Every 
\\'e(lnesday  morning  the  entire  force — salaried  workers,  volun- 
teer workers  and  friends — meet  to  pray  and  exchange  experi- 
ences of  the  previous  week.  Together  they  consider  every 
branch  of  the  work,  and  so.  with  renewed  strength,  confidence 
and  feeling  of  unity  they  are  ready  to  take  up  the  duties  of  a 
new  week.  There  have  hitherto  been  four  stations  or  halls  in 
Marseilles,  those  of  the  Quai  du  Port,  the  rue  de  la  Republique, 
the  rue  Guadeloupe,  and  the  Saint  Maurent  suburb.  On  No- 
vember 25th  a  fifth  w^as  inaugurated,  in  the  quarter  called  the 
Belle  du  Mai.  The  winter  campaign  opened  as  usual,  with  twa 
social  meetings  in  as  many  of  the  halls. 
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M.  REVEILLAUD  AT  AULLENE 

A  year  ago,  in  our  February,  1903,  number,  we  gave  an  account  of 
the  remarkable  movement  in  the  Corsican  village  of  Aullene.  At  that 
time  the  editor  of  the  Paris  Quarterly,  from  which  we  took  the  account, 
hardly  dared  to  speak  too  enthusiastically  about  it,  since  bright  hopes 
have  more  than  once  been  disappointed.  During  last  summer  the  work 
there  was  still  hopeful,  being  strengthened  by  the  arrival,  to  take  charge, 
of  M.  Costa,  a  native  of  Corsica,  formerly  a  priest  there,  and  later  a 
pastor  in  the  Reformed  Church  in  France.  Last  October  M.  Reveillaud, 
now  a  deputy  to  the  French  Parliament,  visited  Corsica,  and  thus  wrote 
about  it  to  a  personal  friend.  We  have  already  quoted  his  remark 
.about  the  children  singing,  but  the  entire  letter  is  worth  translating. 

"1  write  this  from  Aullene,  a  village  which,  like  almost  all 
Corsican  villages,  hangs  on  the  side  and  climbs  almost  to  the 
top  of  a  wild,  steep  mountain.  Rude  boxes  of  stone,  cut  out  of 
the  solid  granite,  without  gardens,  barnyards,  meadows,  vine- 
yards, without  anything,  in  short,  which  would  indicate  a 
human  habitation ;  an  eagle's  nest,  a  goat-fold,  a  lair  of  pigs, 
which  resemble  wild  boars  rather  than  domestic  animals,  and 
-which  roam  the  streets  and  hillsides,  grunting,  nosing  for  food, 
among  the  public  and  private  filthiness  of  the  place — like  the 
dogs  at  Constantinople — the  only  creatures  that  have  charge  of 
the  public  cleanliness ;  fowls  and  other  animals  clucking  and 
fussing  all  over  the  place — this  is  Aullene. 

"Among  these  denizens,  however,  we  must  include  a  horde 
•of  children,  boys  and  girls,  brown-skinned,  bright-eyed,  such 
as  met  us  yesterday  spontaneously  two  miles  below  the  village, 
to  welcome  us  to  Aullene.  They  came  bearing  flags  and 
Venetian  lanterns,  singing  in  shrill  btit  accurately  pitched 
voices,  our  hymns,  Dcboiit  sainte  cohorte  ('Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers'),  Par  ce  chemin  solitaire  ('Along  this  Lonely  Way'), 
■etc.  It  was  very  touching,  and  I  thought  of  Luther's  saying, 
"The  children  are  singing;  the  Reformation  is  saved.' 

"We  may  say,  indeed,  that  here,  thanks  to  the  children,  it  is 
planted.  There  were  full  forty  of  them,  boys  of  every  age  and 
size  from  six  to  eighteen  years,  who,  on  a  bright  moonlight 
evening,  thus  gave  us  this  triumphal  reception.  Nearer  the  vil- 
lage were  the  girls,  almost  in  equal  numbers ;  then  came  the 
parents,  especially  the  men,  rugged,  bearded,  very  energetic, 
with  heads  like  Sophocles  or  the  ancient  shepherds  of  Arcadia,  so 
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that  we  miglit  have  thought  ourselves  among  ihc  old  Pelasgi,  or 
the  Greeks  of  early  days. 

"On  our  arrival  the  whole  village  crowded  into  the  hall,  at 
the  top  of  a  precipitous  stairway,  which  serves  as  a  place  of 
worship  and  which  proved  to  be  far  too  small. 

"There  was  an  invocation,  a  hymn,  lilted  with  wild  enthusi- 
asm by  childish  voices,  an  address  by  M.  Costa  in  Italian,  by 
your  humble  servant  in  French — you  could  have  heard  a  pin 
drop— a  prayer,  another  hymn  and  the  benediction.  None  of 
our  Paris  halls,  not  even  a  Mission  boat  in  its  best  days,  can 
give  an  idea  of  this  audience,  intense,  enthusiastic,  drinking  in 
the  words,  singing  the  hymns  with  a  true  furia  Corsica. 

"Assuredly  here  is  a  work,  I  do  not  say  as  yet  accomplished,, 
but  strongly  begun  and  full  of  promise.  In  view  of  the  num- 
ber of  children  and  their  attitude  toward  the  work,  Aullene 
may  well  be  a  nursery,  a  seniinarium  of  future  evangelists, 
pastors,  colporteurs,  for  all  Corsica.  It  would  be  a  sin  if 
Christians  should  let  this  work  lapse,  should  not  encourage 
and  sustain  it. 

ICUGENE  ReVEII.I.AUI). 

"Aullene,  October  2,  1903." 

To  M.  Reveillaud's  letter  it  is  of  interest  to  add  what  M.  Costa  has 
to  say  of  this  visit.  The  account  was  contributed  to  the  Pretre  Converti, 
the  organ  of  the  French  "converted  priests."  We  begin  at  the  point 
where  M.  Reveillaud's  carriage  was  met  by  the  welcoming  party  of  boys 
of  Aullene. 

"The  carriage  stopped  at  the  sound  of  the  enthusiastic 
vivats.  A  young  fellow  climbed  upon  one  of  the  rocks  that 
border  the  road,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Protestants  of  Aullene, 
especially  the  young  people,  extended  the  warmest  welcome  to 
M.  Reveillaud  *  *  *  M.  Reveillaud  responded  with  unc- 
tion *  *  *  (telling  among  other  things  that  anecdote  about 
Luther  and  the  singing  children  to  which  reference  has  been 
made) . 

"We  were  still  four  kilometres  from  Aullene,"  proceeds  M. 
Costa.  "M.  Reveillaud  had  the  happy  thought  of  crowding  all 
the  younger  boys  into  the  carriage  and  placing  himself  at  the 
head  of  this  little  battalion  of  children  and  youths.  He  walked' 
like  a  young  man  of  twenty.    As  we  drew  nearer  and  nearer 
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the  village,  always  singing,  we  met  groups  of  men  coming  to 
meet  us,  proud  and  happy  to  receive  such  a  visitor. 

"Finally  we  were  in  front  of  the  meeting  hall,  at  the 
■entrance  of  the  village.  The  place  was  black  with  people.  It 
was  eight  o'clock.  We  at  once  decided  to  postpone  the  feeding 
of  our  own  bodies  until  after  feeding  the  souls  of  this  crowd. 
Wc  had  to  crush  our  way  up  the  staircase.  The  hall  was 
crowded — the  greater  number  were  obliged  to  stand.  *  *  * 
The  audience  was  literally  charmed  and  at  the  end  of  M. 
Reveillaud's  address  the  applause  was  long,  loud  and  enthusi- 
astic." 


THE  FIRST  TEMPERANCE  CONGRESS  IN  FRANCE 

The  urgency  of  the  temperance  question  led  to  the  con- 
vocation of  a  National  Congress  of  Temperance,  which  was 
held  October  26th  in  the  Medical  School  of  the  University  of 
Paris,  meeting  under  the  temporary  presidency  of  M.  Casimir 
Perier,  a  former  President  of  the  Republic.  An  immense  inter- 
est was  aroused.  Many  army  officers  were  present,  and  many 
priests,  as  well  as  many  pastors.  One  of  the  most  eloquent 
addresses  was  by  a  lawyer,  M.  Barbey,  who  described  the  rapid 
growth  of  temperance,  or  as  it  is  expressed  in  France,  "anti- 
alcoholic,"  sentiment.  One  of  the  important  questions  studied 
was  the  means  of  uniting  ministers  of  different  churches  in  the 
war  against  alcohol.  There  was  frantic  applause  when  a  Prot- 
estant pastor  called  upon  his  "brethren,  the  Catholic  clergy,"  to 
join  with  Protestants  in  the  effort,  with  the  aid  of  God,  to  put 
down  the  saloon,  the  greatest  enemy  of  the  Church,  and  when, 
as  the  speaker  was  returning  to  his  seat,  both  his  hands  were 
warmly  grasped  by  the  well  known  Abbe  Lemire,  the  delight  of 
the  audience  was  beyond  description.  A  resolution  to  the  effect 
desired  was  unanimously  adopted.  In  the  present  strained  rela- 
tions between  Catholics  and  Protestants  the  whole  event  was 
extremely  cheering.  Many  Catholic  priests  are  active  temper- 
ance workers  ;in  fact,  this  Congress  was  in  a  sense  due  to  priestly 
initiative,  since  it  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  Congress  of  liberal 
Catholics  held  last  year  at  Bourges,  under  the  auspices  of  Bishop 
Latty,  Abbe  Lemire,  and  Abbe,  now  Bishop,  Lacroix.    One  of 
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llif  most  aiiivr  U'in])iTancc  leaders  in  l'"raiu-c  is  Bishop  Turinaz, 
of  Nancy,  who.  however,  is  so  far  from  heinj^  a  Hberal  CathoHc 
lhat  two  years  ago  he  created  a  stir  by  his  anti-Protestant  book, 
"  riie  Perils  of  the  Faitli  in  View  of  Protestantism." 

We  may  add  here  that  immediately  after  the  Anti-alcoholic 
I'ongress,  the  "Bine  Cross,"  or  Total  Abstinence  Society,  held 
its  annual  meeting  in  Paris.  This  is  a  Protestant  society,  and 
Roman  Catholics  took  no  part  in  the  meeting.  Even  greater 
enthusiasm  appears  to  have  been  aroused  in  this  meeting  than 
in  that  which  preceded  it,  as  is  perhaps  to  be  expected  when  all 
present  are  thoroughgoing  and  absolutely  convinced  of  the 
i^fficacy  of  their  methods.  This  is  a  "Christian  temperance" 
society,  unlike  the  other,  in  which  freethinkers,  or  men  of  no 
religion,  have  a  part. 


MALATA  VERNE 

In  the  October  number  of  the  Record  we  had  an  article 
^)\  Dr.  Hastings  Burroughs,  on  "An  Interesting  Village,"  giv- 
ing an  account  of  the  movement  there,  which  is  so  full  of 
promise.  One  of  the  colporteurs  working  in  that  department, 
and  who  was  the  first  to  visit  Malataverne,  gives  his  experiences. 
We  quote  the  account  from  advance  sheets  of  the  Paris  Quar- 
terly for  January,  1904.  It  was  as  the  direct  result  of  col- 
portage  work  that  the  evangelists  were  invited  to  hold  meetings 
there. 

"Who  can  say  in  what  measure  the  first  visit  of  the  first 
■colporteur  and  the  sale  of  the  first  copy  of  the  Scriptures  has 
•contributed  to  the  awakening  of  the  hearts  of  the  people  to 
favorably  consider  the  Gospel  message  here? 

"  'Protestant  books?'  said  an  old  man.  'Many  thanks,  you 
can  go  your  way.'  I  open  a  New  Testament.  'No,  no,  you 
are  only  wasting  your  time.'  But  I  begin  to  read  the  salutation 
•of  the  angel  to  the  Virgin  Mary,and  the  man  at  once  seems  to  be 
galvanized.  He  listens,  twisting  his  beard  with  nervous  fingers, 
and  the  change  in  his  attitude  was  such  that  I  could  scarcely 
Iceep  from  laughing.  David's  harp  never  had  a  greater  effect 
on  Saul  than  the  reading  of  the  Bible  had  on  this  old  man.  He 
•ended  by  buying  a  Bible. 
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"At  a  farmliouse  the  wuinan  said  rudely,  'No,  you  can  be 
off;  we  have  no  need  of  your  stuff'.'  'Do  you  know  the  Gospel, 
madame?'  'I  tell  you  that  I  want  none  of  it.'  Without  replying- 
I  opened  my  Bible  that  I  had  under  my  arm  and  began  to  read 
some  verses  from  Job,  and  explained  that  this  man  was  a 
wealthy  farmer  and  that  he  and  his  house  were  blessed  of  God 
because  they  served  him.  Whereupon  this  woman  asked  the 
price  of  the  Book  and  paid  three  francs  for  one  in  large  type. 
'I  had  no  idea  that  it  was  so  interesting,'  said  she. 

"A  year  ago  I  went  into  a  farmhouse,  and  the  woman 
chased  me  away,  saying,  'Be  off  with  you,  we  don't  want  you 
or  your  filthy  books.'  I  called  again  after  twelve  months,  and 
was  received  by  this  same  woman  most  kindly,  she  leaving  her 
work  to  talk  with  me,  and  purchase  a  Testament. 

"In  a  shop,  the  lady  asked  me  to  wait  till  she  had  served 
some  customers  and  then  said,  'Was  it  not  you  who  sold  me,  six 
or  seven  years  ago,  these  three  little  books  that  I  never  part 
with,'  showing  me  three  gospels.  'I  read  them  over  and  over 
and  they  always  do  me  good.  I  am  wanting  to  have  them 
bound.'    After  an  interesting  conversation  she  bought  a  Bible. 

"I  visited  a  family  where,  three  years  previously,  I  had  sold 
a  Bible,  and  they  said,  'Since  reading  the  Bible  we  have  lost  all 
confidence  in  the  priests.  We  can  see  nothing  in  this  Book 
which  speaks  of  confession  or  of  the  mass.  We  are  told  to 
confess  our  faults  one  to  the  other  and  we  rejoice  at  having  this 
Book.  We  have  nearly  succeeded  in  gaining  a  family  here.  Go- 
and  see  them  and  sell  them  a  Bible.'  I  called,  and  for  a  whole 
hour  they  questioned  me  about  the  mass,  about  prayers  for  the 
dead,  and  about  purgatory.  My  answers  greatly  cheered  them 
and  they  thanked  me  for  the  light  I  had  brought  them,  and  they, 
too,  bought  a  Bible. 

"  'I  have  quite  broken  with  the  priests,'  said  a  man,  'and 
that  is  owing  to  the  Bible,  for  I  have  found  in  it  the  way  that 
leads  to  Eternal  life.  I  bought  this  Bible  from  a  colporteur, 
like  yourself,  and  I  read  it  daily  and  I  am  always  finding  out 
fresh  things  in  it.'  He  bought  another  copy  and  persuaded  his 
two  neighbors  to  do  the  same." 

The  "Pilgrim's  Progress"  has  been  translated  into  Galoa,  ' 
one  of  the  Congo  languages,  by  a  French  missionary,  M.  Jacot. 


///  Great  Britain 


29 


IN  GREAT  BRITAIN 

An  active  campaign  of  education  appears  to  be  one  result 
of  Mr.  Soltau's  removal  from  Paris  to  London.  In  November 
he  visited  Manchester  and  Liverpool  in  the  interest  of  the  Mis- 
sion. In  Manchester  the  name  McAU  is  almost  a  household 
word.  Here  are  the  great  "Roley  Schools,"  in  whose  founda- 
tion the  father  of  Dr.  McAU  had  a  large  part,  and  in  which 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  McAll  were  at  one  time  interested.  The  Torrey 
revival  meetings  were  in  progress  and  Mr.  Soltau  appears  to 
have  found  them  deeply  interesting.  In  Liverpool  he  spoke 
before  a  most  interesting  assembly — a  meeting  for  men — which 
has  been  held  every  Sunday  afternoon  for  twelve  years,  and 
which  is  regularly  attended  by  1600  men. 

In  London,  Mr.  Soltau  attended  and  was  greatly  impressed 
by  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  one  of  Lord  Shaftesbury's 
"Ragged  Schools,"  in  which  years  ago  he  had  himself  been  a 
teacher.  To  his  extreme  pleasure  a  number  of  his  former  pupils 
were  present  and  recalled  themselves  to  his  remembrance. 


Almost  equal  in  importance  to  the  evangelizing  campaign, 
spoken  of  on  another  page,  appears  to  the  minds  of  patriotic 
French  Christians  to  be  the  campaign  against  immorality.  A 
pastor,  M.  Comte,  has  been  asked  to  devote  the  next  two  years 
especially  to  this  work,  and  a  subscription  has  been  opened 
for  the  expenses  of  the  campaign.  Meanwhile  it  is  interesting 
to  observe  that  the  secretary  of  the  Rouen  Solidarite  (Settle- 
ment), a  lawyer  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  has  succeeded,  after 
an  arduous  efifort,  in  securing  an  injunction  against  an 
impresario  who  was  about  to  organize  a  series  of  licentious 
spectacles.  Having  already  put  up  posters  to  this  effect  the 
impresario  was  fined  1000  francs  and  his  posters  were  ordered 
to  be  slashed  to  pieces. 


The  Board  has  imported  from  England  a  few  copies  of  that 
admirable  work.  Dr.  Horatius  Bonar's  "The  White  Fields  of 
France."  It  has  long  been  impossible  to  procure  the  work  in 
this  country.  Not  only  a  fascinating  work  for  the  beauty  of 
its  style  it  is  still  an  important  source  of  information. 
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HOME  DEPARTMENT 

Up  to  the  present  writing  M.  Merle  d'Aubigne's  campaign 
has  been  a  most  successful  one.  It  opened  in  New  Jersey,  and 
after  a  reception  in  one  of  the  beautiful  homes  of  New  York 
City,  was  carried  into  New  England.  Then  came  the  holidays, 
when  AI.  Merle  d'Aubigne  visited  his  American  relations  and 
friends,  and  early  in  January  he  spent  a  fortnight  in  Philadel- 
phia and  vicinity.  Then  came  a  somewhat  strenuous  week  in 
New  "S'ork,  beginning  on  the  Memorial  Day  of  the  Mission, 
January  \~\\\.  At  this  writing  little  can  be  definitely  said  of  the 
future.  .Vfter  New  York,  Brooklyn  is  to  have  her  turn,  then  the 
Pennsylvania  Auxiliaries,  followed  by  a  fortnight  in  Washing- 
ton and  Baltimore,  and  a  week  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  and 
later  visits  to  the  New  York  Auxiliaries  on  the  way  to  the  West. 
M.  Merle  d'Aubigne  has  kindly  consented  to  write  some  im- 
pressions of  his  American  experiences  thus  far,  which  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  number.  Some  of  the  Auxiliaries 
have  sent  brief  particulars  of  his  visits,  to  which  we  here  give 
place. 

Being  ot\  the  way  between  Eastern  and 
New  York         Middle  State  Auxiliaries,  this  Auxiliary 

has  had  the  benefit  of  several  flying  visits 
from  M.  Merle  d'Aubigne,  but  the  campaign  extended  from 
January  17th  to  25th.  To  describe  it  in  detail  would  be  impos- 
sible. The  Memorial  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday  afternoon 
in  Dr.  Parkhurst's  church,  Dr.  Alexander  presiding,  owing  to  a 
temporary  indisposition  of  the  pastor  of  the  church.  On  the 
same  day  M.  Merle  d'Aubigne  preached  in  the  Metropolitan 
Temple  (Methodist)  and  on  the  Sunday  following  in  the  Wash- 
ington Heights  Presbyterian  Church.  During  the  week  he  spoke 
at  regular  meetings  in  a  Reformed  Episcopal,  Baptist  and  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  took  part  in  a  meeting  of  two  sessions  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  the  Kingdom.  There  were  also  two  very 
delightful  receptions  and  one  day  was  given  to  Flushing. 

A  busy  week  has  been  planned,  though  at 
Philadelphia        this  writing  it  is  in  the  future.  Beginning 

with  a  "tea"  for  the  managers,  at  the 
house  of  the  President  of  the  Auxiliary  on  Saturday,  January 
9th,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  large  evening  meeting, 
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trips  to  neighboring  towns,  Chester,  West  Chester  and  Bryn 
Mawr,  with  many  churcli  and  Sunday-school  engagements. 

Later  advices  from  Philadelphia  show  that  M.  Merle 
d  Aiibigne  gave  addresses  in  the  Bryn  Mawr  Presbyterian 
Churcli  and  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Philadelphia 
on  January  lotli,  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  at  the  Pres- 
byterian Ministers'  Conference  on  the  nth,  gave  an  illustrated 
address  on  Christian  Settlements  and  Floating  Churches  in 
Witherspoon  Hall  on  the  12th,  spoke  in  the  Oxford  Presbyte- 
rian Church  on  the  13th,  at  West  Chester  on  the  14th,  and  at 
Chester  on  the  15th. 

At  the  South  Church  Wednesday  evening, 
Andover  December  23d,  an  audience  which  repre- 

sented all  our  churches,  listened  to  an 
interesting  address,  supplemented  by  stereopticon  views.  The 
speaker,  M.  Merle  d'Aubigne,  our  representative  from  the  Mis- 
sion Populaire  de  France,  dwelt  much  on  the  great  unrest  of  the 
French  people — an  unrest  political  and  religious.  Divisions 
and  even  bitter  hostility  pervade  the  nation — even  the  old 
Roman  Catholic  Church  denouncing  numbers  of  its  member- 
ship for  their  "Americanism."  He  referred  to  the  commotion 
created  by  the  Dreyfus  affair,  which  had  been  of  great  benefit 
since  it  had  awakened  the  nation  to  a  sense  of  its  moral  de- 
generacy. The  almost  universal  atheism  demands  missionary 
aid  as  much  as  the  pagan  nations,  India  or  China. 

Although  the  Protestant  churches  in  France  have  a  home 
missionary  organization  it  is  not  sufificient  to  cope  with  the 
demands.  The  McAll  Mission  has  its  own  work.  The  two 
bodies  never  interfere. 

The  new  work  recently  undertaken  has  been  more  "institu- 
tional" than  formerly,  but  funds  are  not  sufficient  to  introduce 
such  measures  in  many  halls. 

We  have  been  making  every  effort  for  a 
Plainfield,  N.  J.      big  year's  work.  When  M.  Merle  d'Au- 
bigne was  here,  our  President  gave  a  din- 
ner company  in  his  honor,  that  he  might  talk  the  work  over, 
more  intimately  with  a  few.    On  Sunday  he  spoke  at  our  two 
largest  churches,  in  the  morning  and  evening ;  in  the  afternoon 
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at  two  Sunday-schools,  and  on  Monday  a  large  reception  was 
given.  We  were  very  ha])py  at  liaving  a  good  audience  on  each 
■occasion,  and  are  hoping  for  results. 

At  the  farewell  meeting  to  Dr.  Francis  E. 
Boston  Clark,  held  in  Tremont  Temple,  M.  Merle 

d'Aubigne  was  present.  From  a  Boston 
paper  we  clip  the  following  extract  from  the  account  of  the 
service : 

"Rev.  Merle  d'Aubigne,  of  Paris,  a  son  of  the  historian, 
an  official  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Union  in  France,  spoke  of 
the  growth  of  interdenominational  feeling,  saying  that  he  had 
spoken  in  various  churches  here  and  they  seemed  like  one  great 
Christian  body.  He  said  that  in  Europe  they  had  no  such 
Sunday-schools  as  here,  that  tliey  are  a  grand  body,  and  nurture 
the  Christian  Endeavor  idea." 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION  FROM 
AUXILIARIES  AND  CHURCHES 

November  15TH,  1903,  to  January  15TH,  1904 


MAINE,  $51. 60 
Hath  Auxiliary  


MASSACHUSETTS,  SU6.-5 

Aodover  Auxiliary  

Lowell— Solomon  Robit.'^chek  .  . 

Kirk  St.  Church         .  . 
"      Sunday  School  Class  in 
Kirk  St.  Church  .... 
Medfleld  -  Rev.  and  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Pierce   

CONNECTICUT,  $I02..37 

Norwich  Auxiliary  

Norfolk  Cong'l  Church  


$51  65 

$92  75 

4  00 
10  00 

5  00 
5  00 


$66  10 
36  27 


NEW  YORK,  $601.13 

New  York  Auxiliary  

Ithaca  Ladies'  Association  .  .  . 


$5.59  13 
42  00 


NEW  JERSEY,  8441.25 

Morristown  Auxiliary   $136  25 

Newark           "    78  75 

Orange  Auxiliary   26  25 

Plainfleld    "    200  00 


PENNSYLVANIA,  $300.00 

Chester  and  Vicinity  Auxiliary  .  $90  00 
Philadelphia  Auxiliary   210  00 

MARYLAND,  $100.00 
Baltimore  Auxiliary  $100  00 

MISSOURI,  $20.00 

Springfield— Woman's  Missionary 
Union   $20  00 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  PERSONAL  ESTATE. 
I  do  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  American  McAll 
Association  the  sum  of  dollars. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  REAL  ESTATE. 
I  do  give  and  devise  to  the  American  McAll  Association 
the  following  described  property. 


AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 
President 

Mrs.  Chas.  M.  Parkhurst,  133  E.  Thirty-fifth  Street,  New  York  City 
Vice-Presidents 

Mrs.  James  A.  Garfield,  Northern  Ohio      Miss  Anna  L.  Dawes,  Western  Mass. 
Mrs.  J.  V.  Farwell,  Illinois  Mrs.  Wm.  Bucknell,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Henry  A.  Laughlin,  Western  Pa.      Mrs.  Samuel  M.  Vail,  Northern  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Francis  Wayland,  Connecticut  Mrs.  J.  S.  Berry,  Maryland 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Beard,  Eastern  N.  Y.  Mrs.  O.  J.  Dearborn,  Indiana 

Mrs.  W.  H.  P'enn,  Maine  Mrs.  W.  \V.  Seely,  Southern  Ohio 

Mrs.  C.  V.  R.  Berry,  District  of  Columbia     Mrs.  Lawrence  Myers,  Central  N.  J. 
Miss  Anna  H.  Adams,  Eastern  Mass.  Mrs.  James  G.  Vose,  Rhode  Island 

Mrs.  F.  B.  DwiGHT,  New  Jersey  Mrs.  J.  Warren  Goddard,  N.  Y.  City 

Mrs.  H.  N.  Paul,  Eastern  Pa. 

Board  of  Directors 

Term  Expires  igo4  Term  Expires  igoj 

Mrs.  Louise  S.  Houghton,  New  York  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Kelley,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

Miss  Alletta  Lent,  New  York  Mrs.  John  R.  Whitney,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Dimock,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Kerr  Boyce  Tupper,  Phila.,  Pa. 
Mrs.  Adam  H.  Fetterolf,  Phila..  Pa. 

Term  Expires  igo6 

Mrs.  John  F.  Keen,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Nicholson,  "  " 
Mrs.  John  F.  Keator,  "  " 
Mrs.  J.  Lewis  Crozer,  Upland,  Pa. 

Treasurer 

Mrs.  Abraham  R.  Perkins,  302  W.  Upsal  Street,  Gennantown,  Philadelphia 

Corresponding  Secretary 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Wayland,  511  S.  Forty-second  Street,  Philadelphia 

Recording  Secretary 
Mrs.  Jno.  H.  Scribner,  330  Mt.  Airy  Ave.,  Mt.  Airy,  Phila. 

General  Secretary 

Miss  Harriet  Harvey,  Bureau,  1710  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia 

Auditors 

Lewis  H.  Redner  W.  W.  Arnett 


Attorney 

Henry  Pleasants 


THE  McALL  MISSION  IN  FRANCE  : 


Founded  in  1872  by  the  late  Rev.  R.  W.  McAll,  D.D.,  F.  L.  S. 
Chevalier  de  la  Llgion  d' Honneur 
known  as  the 

Mission  Populaire  Rvangelique  de  France 


OFFICE  OF  THE  MISSION: 

j6,  Rue  Godot  de  Mauroy,  Boulevard  de  la  Madeleine,  Paris 
Bankers  :  Mess.  MONROE  &•  Co.,  7,  Rue  Scribe,  Paris 


A  New  Story  of  the  McAll  Mission 

THE  SILENT  HIGHWAY 

By  LOUISE  SEYMOUR  HOUGHTON 


Though  very  simple,  the  story  is  full  of 
a  profoundly  human  as  well  as  religious 
interest.  It  deserves  a  place  in  every  Sun- 
day-school library,  though  intended  for 
and  deserving  a  wider  use. —  TAe  Outlook. 

The  author  has  a  facile  pen  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  elements  entering  into 
good  story-telling.  These,  coupled  with  a 
marvelously  interesting  theme,  make  astory 
which  holds  the  reader's  attention  to  the 
close. —  The  Presbyterian. 

It  is  a  work  of  love  and  charity,  in  behalf 
of  the  McAll  Mission  in  France,  and  is  a 
beautiful  way  of  doing  good.  The  story 
is  a  pleasant  one  and  is  made  the  means  of 
bringing  out  the  useful  work  of  the  boat 
by  which  the  McAll  Mission  carries  a  pure 
Gospel  on  the  rivers  and  canals  of  France. 
Every  reader  of  the  book  will  help  on  the 
excellent  work  of  the  McAll  Mission. — 
The  Observer. 

The  fairness  with  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  situation  in  rural  France  is  stated 
adds  great  value  to  this  unpretending  work. 


Indeed,  a  more  pleasing  book  for  a  varied 
circle  of  readers  it  will  be  hard  to  find. — 
The  Christian  Advocate. 

A  charming  narrative  of  gospel  work 
among  the  peasants  and  artisans  of 
France.  Not  since  apostolic  days  has  just 
such  a  work  been  done.  The  good  news 
of  a  free  salvation  by  unpurchased  grace 
is  thus  being  spread  among  the  millions  of 
a  nominally  Christian  country.  In  the 
course  of  these  ministrations,  the  bigoted 
priest  and  the  sympathetic  cur6,  the  loqua- 
cious atheist  and  the  furious  anarchist,  the 
curious  "  bourgeoise  "  and  the  supersti- 
tious "  gens  de  la  canipagne  "  all  appear. 
It  is  long  since  we  have  read  any  work  so 
exalting  the  Bible  as  "  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation."  As  the  incidents  are  all 
from  real  life,  Mrs.  Houghton  having  made 
more  than  one  trip  upon  these  mission 
boats,  it  might  be  well  for  those  who  in- 
sist that  "  there  is  no  drunkenness  in 
France  "  to  read  what  one  sees  who  goes 
freely  among  the  working  people.  The  lit- 
tle book  is  valuable  for  the  family  table  and 
invaluable  for  the  Sunday-school  library. 
  — The  Interior. 


Price,  50  cents  a  copy.    Postage,  eig;ht  cents. 

May  be  ordered  from  the  Bureau, 


1710  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


